Aqeedah Of The Salaf 
Aqeedah Of Sufyan 
Al-Thawri 


عقيدة سفيان الثوري 


Translation & Footnotes by 
Maktabah.Sahaba 


Youtube Channel: Maktabah.sahaba 


Telegram: ahlalhadeeth99 


Introduction 


Sufyaan Al-Thawri (97-162 H.): 
Shu'bah: Sufyan is the leader of believers in Hadith. 


Sufyan Bin Uyaynah: | never saw anyone more 
knowledgeable about the Halal and Haram than 
Sufyan Al-Thawri 


Abullah Bin Yunus: He is the most knowledgeable 
person that | know. 


Abullah Bin Al-Mubarak: | do not know anyone on the 
face of this Earth more knowledgeable than Sufyan 
Al-Thawri. 


Yahya Bin Saeed Al-Qattan: Sufyan Al-Thawri is 
above Maalik Ibn Anas in everything. 


Ibn Abi Hatim: He is from the great scholars. 


Important Notes: 


e [his book was reported by Al'Laalaka'ee in his 
Aqeedah book, Sharh Usool Al-Sunnah. 

e [he Arabic references of any reports will be 
provided at the end of the book inshaAllah. You 
can refer to them using the matching numbers. 

e [he Arabic text of the books is followed by the 


English translation. 


قال شعيب بن حرب: 
Shoayb bin Harb said:‏ 


قلت لأبي عبد الله سفيان بن سعيد الثوري: 
حدثني بحديث من السنة ينفعني الله je-‏ وجل- به. 


| told Abu Abdullah (Sufyan Al-Thawri): Tell me about the Sunnah 
so that Allah may benefit me from it, 


فإذا وقفث بين يدي الله -تبارك وتعالى- وسألني عنه فقال لي: "من أين أخذت هذا؟ قلت: "يا 


ت ass‏ دا odii ciao Sall‏ مووي adi + E E‏ آنا و تو اخة أت 
رب ني بهد - OS‏ الدوري»؛ و نجو أنا ودؤ 


And so that when | stand before Allah and He asks me, "Where 
did you learn this from? | can reply “Oh my Lord, Sufyan 
Al-Thawri informed me of this and | took it from him. By doing this, 
| will be saved and you (Sufyan) will be held accountable." 


فقال (سفيان): يا شعيبء هذا توکید» وأي توكيد! 
Sufyan said: "Oh Shoayb, that is a strong bind, a very immense‏ 
burden!” ( meaning he’s placing a strong responsibility on Sufyan‏ 
to tell him the correct aqeedah)‏ 


اكتب: بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم. 


Write: In the name of Allah the most Most Merciful, the Most 
Gracious: 
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1- القرآن كلام الله غير مخلوقء منه بدأ وإليه يعود» من قال غير هذا فهو كافر. 


The Quran is the words of Allah and it is not created. It originated 
from Allah and to Him it will return." Whoever says other than this 
then they are a kaafir (disbeliever). 


2- والإيمان قول وعمل ونية» يزيد وينقص» يزيد بالطاعة وينقص بالمعصية. 


And Eman (Belief) is speech, actions and proper intention. It 
increases and decreases. It increases with righteous deeds and 
decreases with sin. 


3- ولا يجوز القول إلا بالعمل» ولا يجوز القول والعمل إلا بالنية» ولا يجوز القول والعمل 
راف الاس اف ال 


And speech is not accepted unless accompanied with actions. 
Both speech and actions are not accepted unless accompanied 
with proper intentions. Speech, actions and intentions are not 
accepted unless they are in accordance with the sunnah. 


4- قال شعيف: فقلت له: يا أبا عبد ال وما موافقة السنة؟ 
2 وها هو 


‘Amr Bin Deenar: | have met the companions of the Prophet pale and other than the 


companions. For 70 years they have been saying: “Allah is the creator and everything 
else is created. The Quran is the words of Allah. It came out from Him and to Him it will 
return." (1) 

[Al-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah By Al-Daarame] 


Abdullah Bin Amr Bin Al- Aas: “The Hour will not be established until the Quran goes 
back to where it came down from initially. It has a sound just like the sound of a bee. It 
will say, “Oh Allah, from you | left and to you | will return. | am being recited and nobody is 
acting by me. Oh Allah, | am being recited and nobody is acting by me.” (2) 

[Al-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah By Al-Daarame] 
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Shoayb said: "Oh Abu Abdullah (Sufyan Al-Thawri), what does it 
mean to be in accordance with the sunnah?" 


قال: 
5- تقدمة الشيخين أبي بكر وعمر - رضي الله عنهما- . 


Sufyan said: Believing that Abu Bakr and Omar are the best (of 
this ummah after the Prophet الصلاة والسلام‎ ale) 


6- يا شعيب» Y‏ ينفعك ما كتبت padi uis‏ عثمان 5 LIE‏ على من بعدهما. 


Oh Shoayb, what you wrote will not benefit you? until you believe 
Uthman and Ali are better than anyone else after that. 


7- يا شعيب بن حرب» Y‏ ينفعك ما كتبت حتى لا تشهد لأحد بجنة ولا «JG‏ إلا للعشرة الذين 
شهد لهم رسول الله (Ie‏ وکلهم من قريش. 


Oh Shoayb, what you wrote will not benefit you until you do not 
testify for anyone that they will be in Paradise or the Hell Fire 
except for the 10 (companions) that the Messenger of Allah ص(‎ 
alu 5 الله عليه‎ ) testified for that they will be in jannah, and all 10 are 
from Quraish.? 


? Al-Hasan Al-Basri: An innovator's actions are not accepted. His prayer, fasting, zakat, Hajj, 
Jihad, Umrah. None of these are accepted. Obligatory and voluntary actions are not accepted. 
[Al-Sharee'ah By Al'Ajoori] (3) 

? The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "Abu Bakr will be 
in Paradise, 'Umar will be in Paradise, 'Uthmaan will be in Paradise, 'Ali will be in Paradise, Talhah 
will be in Paradise, Al-Zubayr will be in Paradise, 'Abd al-Rahmaan ibn 'Awf will be in Paradise, 
Sa'd (Ibn Abi Waqqas) will be in Paradise, Sa'eed (Ibn Zayd) will be in Paradise, and Abu ‘Ubaydah 
ibn al-Jarraah will be in Paradise.” (4) 

[Narrated by al-Tirmidhi] 
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8 يا شعيب بن حرب» Y‏ ينفعك ما كتبت لك حتى ترى المسح على الخفين دون خلعهما أعدل 
عندك من غسل قدميك. 


Oh Shoayb, what you wrote will not benefit you until you believe 
that wiping on the khuf (leather socks) instead of removing them 
is better than removing them and washing your feet (for wudu’).* 


9- يا شعيب بن حرب» ولا ينفعك ما كتبت حتى يكون إخفاء «بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم» في 
الصلاة أفضل عندك من أن تجهر بهما. 


Oh Shoayb, what you wrote will not benefit you until you believe it 
is better to say bismillah quietly than to say it loudly in salah? 


10- يا شعيب بن حرب» Y‏ ينفعك الذي كتبت حتى تؤمن بالقدر خيره وشره» وحلوه ja‏ » كل 
من عند الله عز وجل. 


Oh Shoayb, what you wrote will not benefit you until you believe 
in the qadr (the divine decree): the good, the bad, the sweet, the 
bitter; that all is from Allah the Almighty. 


atd‏ ا تعب بن حرج و الله ما قالتك القارية ما Vg call SB‏ ما ASSL CaN‏ و لا Le‏ قال 
النبيون» ولا ما قال أهل الجنة» ولا ما قال أهل النارء ولا ما قال أخوهم إبليس - لعنه الله- . 


^AI-Marwazi mentions in his book Al-Sunnah: There are some groups from the people of 
innovation who have denied the matter of wiping on the khuff, such as the Khawarij and the 
Mu'tazilah. They assume that wiping on the khuff is against the book of Allah. (5) 

° Al-Tirmidhi: Reciting 'Bismillah' out loud in the prayer is the opinion of some of the scholars. Abu 


Hurairah, Ibn Abbas, Ibn Umar, Ibn Al-Zubair and others from the Tabi'een. This is also the opinion 
of Al-Shafi'ee (6) 


[Jaami' Al-Tirmidhi] 
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Oh Shoayb, by Allah, the Qadariyyah (a deviant sect that doesn't 
believe in Divine Decree) did not say what Allah, His Angels, His 
Prophets said, nor what the people of Paradise said, nor what the 
people of the Hell Fire said. Not even what the accursed one 
Iblees (Satan) said. 


12- قال الله عز وجل: Ag S83 oa Galil}‏ هَوَاهُ 5 i‏ الله عَلَى gi 5 ale‏ عَلَى سَمْعِهِ 
وَقلبه وَجَعَلَ Gad É GLEE a yas (le‏ يَهْدِيهِ مِن بَعْدٍ الله * أفلا 55S S‏ 5( [الجاثية : 23[ 


Allah Said: (45:23) Have you seen he who has taken as his god 


his [own] desire, and Allah has sent him astray due to knowledge 


and has set a seal upon his hearing and his heart and put over his 


vision a veil? So who will guide him after Allah? Then will you not 
be reminded? 


[32 : الْحَكِيمُ) [البقرة‎ Adal Gul a ale Le آنا إلا‎ ale Y adii) وقالت الملائكة:‎ -3 


And the Angels said: Glory be to You! We have no knowledge 
except what You have taught us. It is you who are the 


All-Knowing, the All-Wise. (2:32) 


14- وقال موسى عليه السلام: (إنْ هي Y]‏ فتك Dad‏ بها مَن SUR‏ وَنَهْدِي مَن Gal US‏ 
Ud;‏ فَاغْفِرْ آنا وَارْحَمْنَا”وَأنت خَيْرُ {ce sell‏ [الأعراف : 155[ 


And Musa said: This is only Your test—with it You misguide 


whomever You will, and You guide whomever You will. You are 
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our Guardian, so forgive us, and have mercy on us. You are the 
Best of Forgivers. (7:155) 


5- وقال نوح عليه السلام: )5 Y‏ يَنقَعْكُمْ usa‏ إِنْ aj‏ أن أنصّح لَكُمْ إن GUS‏ اله يريد أن 
يُعْوِيَكُمْ * هُوَ رَبْكُمْ 5 All‏ تَرْجَعُونَ) [هود : 34[ 


And Nuh said: And my advice will not benefit you - although | 


wished to advise you - If Allah should intend to put you in error. 
He is your Lord, and to Him you will be returned. (11:34) 


16- وقال شعيب عليه السلام:إوَمَا يَكُونُ لَنَا أن YI Gà 3d‏ أن ELAS‏ الله UD‏ "وَسِعَ 55 OS‏ 
شَيْءٍ Ge S] (e.‏ : 89[ 


And Shoayb (the Prophet) said: And it is not for us to return to it 


except that Allah, our Lord, should will. Our Lord has 
encompassed all things in knowledge. (7:89) 


17- وقال أهل الجنة: [ِوَقَالُوا الْحَمْدُ A‏ الذي هَدَانَا لهذا وَمَا US‏ لِنَهْتَدِيَ لَوْلَا أَنْ هَدَانَا fail‏ 
[الأعراف : 43] 


And the people of Paradise said: "Praise to Allah, who has guided 
us to this; and we would never have been guided if Allah had not 
guided us. (7:43) 


[106 : ضَالَينَ) [المؤمنون‎ Ue i US i is Lille وقال أهل النار:إِعَلَبَتْ‎ -18 


And the people of Hell Fire said: Our Lord, our wretchedness 
overcame us, and we were a people astray. (23:106) 
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19- وقال أخوهم إبليس لعنه الله: )5 (Lii él Lay‏ [الحجر : 39[ 


And their brother Iblees said: My Lord, because You have put me 
in error.. (15:39) 


20- يا شعيب» Y‏ ينفعك ما كتبت حتى ji‏ 5( الصلاة خلف US‏ بر وفاجرء galls‏ ماضيا إلى 


Oh Shoayb, what you wrote will not benefit you until you believe it 
is obligatory to pray behind every Muslim, whether he is pious or 
a sinner. And Jihad remains until the Day of Judgement, fighting 

under the banner of the ruler, whether the ruler is just or unjust. 


1- قال شعيب: فقلت لسفيان: يا أبا عبد cat!‏ «الصلاة «EIS‏ 


Shoayb said to Sufyan: All the prayers? (Meaning are all the 
prayers obligatory to pray behind a pious or a sinner?) 


2 قال: لا ولعن صلاة الجمعة والعيدين» صل خلف من أدركت. 
وأما سائر ذلك فأنت مخيرء لا تصل إلا خلف من تثق به» وتعلم أنه من (Jal‏ السنة والجماعة. 


Sufyan said: "No, only the Friday and Eid prayers. You pray 
behind whoever is leading (whether they're pious or otherwise). 
As for the other prayers, then you do not have to pray behind 
them. Pray only behind someone you trust and know them to be 
from the people of Sunnah and Jama’ah.”® 


6 Ahmad Bin Hanbal was asked: | am walking down the street and | hear the Iqamah, should | go 
and pray? Ahmad said: “I used to be lenient regarding this matter. However, due to the fact that 


innovation has become widespread, only pray behind those that you know.” (7) 
[Tabagat Al-Hanabilah] 
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یا cy cued‏ حرب؛ إذا وقفت بين يدي الله عز وجل GL‏ فقل: ss REEL‏ نهذا 
الحديث سفيان بن سعيد الثوري". 


Oh Shoayb, if you stand before Allah and He asks you, then say “ 
Sufyan Athawri told me this” 


ثم OS‏ بيني وبين رَبي - عز وجل -. 


Then leave me before my Lord (meaning leave it to me when 
Allah questions him on the day of judgment). 


[ شرح اعتقاد أهل السنة والجماعة [ 


From the book of: "The Explanation Of The Aqeedah Of The 
People Of Sunnah and Jamaa'a" By Al-Lalakai' 


Yazeed Bln Haroon was asked: Should | pray behind the Jahmiyyah? He said, no. He was then 
asked, should | pray behind the Murji'ah? He said, "They are dirty" (8) 
(Al-Sunnah By Abdullah) 


Ibraheem Bin Al-Haarith said while Ahmad Bin Hanbal was present: Do not greet an innovator, 
do not pray behind him and do not pray upon him (funeral prayer). Ahmad Bin Hanbal then said: 
"May Allah reward you oh Abu Ishaaq (He is referring to Ibraheem Bin Al-Haarith) (9) 

(Usool Al-Sunnah by Al-Lalaka’ee 
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ARABIC REFERENCES 


)1 
سَمِعْتُ إِسْحَاقَ بْنَ إِِرَاهِيمَ ASSN‏ )9 20 قَالَ سْفيَانُ بْنُ D AS‏ عَمْرُو E858 Jo 5i‏ 
EA sol ias E dorada cies od eder‏ سوا؛ 
s‏ 8 وَالْقْرْآنْ Aia cl 2S‏ خَرَجَ وَإِلَيْهِ يَعْودُ 
[الدارمي» أبو سعيد» الرد على الجهمية للدارمي» صفحة 1 ]١‏ 

2) 
حَنّى‎ ARCAM A ii Y " الْعَاصِء رَضِيّ الله عَنْهُمَا قَالَ:‎ oi عَمْرِو‎ Gh ail Xe عَنْ‎ cal al oi cal 
Agel مِنْكَ خَرَجْتْ وَإلَيِكَ‎ O5 G6 «Uii (54 لَه دوي‎ 5i مِنْ حَيْتْ‎ Tall يَرْجِعَ‎ -]189[- 
يُعْمَلُ بي‎ Y 5 بي» أثلّى‎ Da Y sui 
على الجهمية للدارمي]‎ 2 JI] 

3) 


Qi هشام‎ Ge الْحْسَيْنِء‎ G5 MAS Wis قال:‎ tell عُتْمَانَ‎ Gs Awl 53) HS الْفِرْيَابِيُ قَالَ:‎ Uis ; 
ولا‎ Slee 55545 V5 GS صِيَّامٌ وَلَا‎ Y 5 لَه صَلَاةٌ‎ Qi Y صَاحِبُ الْبِدْعَةٍ‎ D الْحَسَنِ‎ ge quas 
Use ضرف ولا‎ 
[الشريعة للاجري]‎ 

4) 
BAN ج وَالرُوَافِضٍِ الْمَسْحَ عَلَى‎ Jail مِنَ‎ eid s الْأَهوَاءِ‎ Jif مِن‎ ci go K وََد‎ al aie قال أَبُو‎ 
Ua وَغَيْرٍ ذَلِكَ‎ GEM جَمِيع مَا ذَكَرْنَا مِنَ‎ ASI A2 دَلِك‎ Ý وَمَنْ‎ il GSI ذَلِكَ خلا‎ Éi 1526 5; 
gy Jil AEG خُرُوجٌ مِنْ‎ als CSS Gd 


11 


[السنة للمروزي] 

)5 
Uis‏ أَحْمَدُ بْنُ عَبْدَةَ » WSs : gG‏ الْمُعْتَمِرُ بْنُ سُلَيْمَانَ قال : 8s‏ إِسْمَاعِيلُ cas GF‏ عَنْ أبي MA‏ 
oue ol oc‏ قال : كَانَ ull‏ صَلّى الله Ua coii ds alle‏ ب [ بشم الله الرّحْمَنِ الرّجِيم ). Od s‏ 
AIA, eA‏ 5 36 قال بهذا She‏ مِنْ abai Jai‏ مِنْ أَصْحَاب ll‏ صَلَّى الله atte‏ وَسَلَمَ مِنْهُمْ iu s‏ 


.) الْجَهْرَ ب [ بِسْم الله الرّحْمَنِ الرّحِيم‎ GIS الزَبَيْرٍ وَمَنْ بَعْدَهُمْ مِنَ النَابِعِينَ‎ Ol s oue Gilg عْمَرَ‎ il; 
وَاسْمَةُ‎ «uil sll A ih هُوَ‎ MA ul أبي سُلَيْمَانَ.‎ Gul gh وَبِهِ يفول الشافِعي. وَإِسْمَاعِيلُ بْنُ حَمَادِ‎ 
MIS YT. 


[جامع الترمذي] 


)6 
i PRU‏ صَلّى الله ale‏ وَسَلْمَ أبُو َر في الْجَنّة وَعْمَرُ FIGURE‏ 
aib dial‏ في Ais)‏ وَالرْبَيْرُ في yk ll Mis aiai‏ بْنُ عَوْفٍ في Seg aigli‏ في igli‏ وَسَعِيدٌ في 
Gi sake oily Aish .‏ الْجَرّاح في Adal)‏ 
رواه الترمذي 
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قال: المروذي سئل أَحْمّد أمر فِي الطريق فأسمع الإقامة ترى أن أصلي فقال: قد كنت أسهل فأما إذ 
.كثرت البدع فلا تصل إلا خلف من تعرف 


[ابن أبي يعلى» طبقات الحنابلة] 
)8 


ian j قُلْتْ:‎ i» Qd filga] Sil صل خَلْفَ‎ j بن هَارُونَ:‎ à yl calà Qd «Jule 2 DEW GS 
Asi il» قَالَ:‎ EUR cal AH » 
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[عبد الله بن أحمد» السنة لعبد الله بن أحمد» YY/‏ [ 
(9 


ES PUTES قال: «إذًا كَانَ دَاعِيَةٌ إلى الْهَوَى‎ Al fo 8 0&5 Al قيل‎ cias عَنْ‎ afl 
Sá iei يَسْمَعُ: «إذّا كَانَ صَاحِبَ‎ Al aie s إِبْرَاهِيمُ بْنُ الْحَارتِ الْعَبّادِيُ‎ AT OUS cca afi fadle 
كرا‎ ali 5s 5 إشكاق‎ Ul يا‎ ald allies اش‎ aie il قال‎ cafe aad Y 5 dili. Had Y 3 «die d 


[شرح J gual‏ اعتقاد أهل السنة والجماعة] 
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